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“Between 2006-2015, an average of about 582,000 nonfatal domestic violence victimizations were not reported to
police each year. In about a third (32 percent) of these unreported victimizations, victims cited the personal nature of
the incident as a reason for not reporting it to police. Some victimizations were not reported because the victim
wanted to protect the offender (21 percent), felt the crime was minor or unimportant (20 percent) or feared reprisal
from the offender or others (19 percent).“
The report, Police Response to Domestic Violence, 2006-2015 (NCJ 250231), was written by BJS statistician
Brian A. Reaves.

RJ Sangosti, The Denver Post

5 Ways Social Media Can Create Social Change
1. It lets us communicate more messages to
more people, more quickly.
2. It provides a platform to share news and
current events with others in a way that is
not solely guided by mainstream media.

The National Coalition Against Domestic
Violence (NCADV) came up with the
hashtag, #SurvivorSpeaks after being
inspired by the #MeToo movement. This
hashtag was created with the intention to
help debunk many common myths about
domestic violence while focusing on the
voices of domestic violence survivors.

3. It provides a space for everyone to join in
crucial conversations all across the world.
4. It creates a space to foster collaborative
conversations across movements.
5. It gives us the power to call out injustices
and misinformation by showing realities.

Social Media movements show that cultural
and social change are obtainable.
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How Long Has This Been Going On?
Domestic violence is not a new societal problem. It is a social crime that has occurred throughout history but
was not always recognized as a crime. Over the last 40 years, there has been a growing recognition of how
widespread and frequent this insidious crime occurs. Nationally, the statistics are alarming as they reveal the
true breadth of the problem.



On average, nearly 20 people per minute are physically abused by an intimate partner in the United
States. During one year, this equates to more than 10 million people.



Every 9 seconds in the US, a woman is assaulted or beaten.



Intimate partner violence accounts for 15% of all violent crime.



19% of domestic violence involves a weapon.



43% of dating college women report experiencing some violent and abusive dating behaviors
including physical, sexual, tech, verbal or controlling abuse (Knowledge Networks, 2011).

Ultimately, the general public does not hear about domestic violence because by its very nature it is “private
violence.” Only when domestic violence results in extreme physical harm requiring police intervention or death,
does the public become aware of the seriousness of the crime and often the fatal aftermath. These incidents
are made public through media coverage.
Over time there has been growing public awareness spurred through state and federal legislation and the
development of community programs designed to address the needs of domestic violence victims and their
children.
Gateway’s programs originally stemmed from the grassroots efforts of women who began to recognize and
vocalize that violence against women in the home was widespread and an experience that was shared by
hundreds of women in any given neighborhood or community. Gateway’s various programs evolved out of the
battered women’s movement and were designed to specifically address the needs of victims of domestic
violence. The first programs initiated were the 24 hour emergency shelter and crisis line. The primary focus was
24 hour access and creation of a safe space to which abused women and children could escape when their
home was no longer safe. As the movement grew, the support services provided in shelter became more
comprehensive and the coordination with other community services more imperative and beneficial. The
population served has become more diversified both in race, ethnicity and gender.
Gateway continues to be a well-respected and viable resource in the community due to the enormous support
provided by the community. After 39 years of serving the City of Aurora and Arapahoe County, Gateway
continues to be the resource the community can count on to assist domestic violence victims.
Our staff, volunteers, Board of Directors and our community donors all play an important and necessary role in
making certain that domestic violence victims receive the services they need to help end the cycle of abuse.
Thank you to all those concerned and committed individuals who make a difference!!

3

“A recent study by the NYC Mayor’s Office analyzing 442 print articles in the New York
media, written between 2013 and 2016, concluded that press coverage of Intimate Partner
Violence (IPV)—and in particular of homicides linked to domestic violence cases─is often
“inadequate” or infected by sensationalism, which in turn prevents serious public debate on
the issue.
According to the study, the media covered 99 of the 126 intimate partner homicides
recorded in New York during that period. But in many of the articles there was no mention
of ‘domestic violence’ or ‘intimate partner violence.’ ”

Sandhya Kajeepeta, Kara Noesner, Edward Hill, 2016 as cited in https://thecrimereport.org/2017/07/03/media-coverage-of-domestic-violence-perpetuates-abusestudy/ , 2017.

Suggestions on How To Report on Domestic Violence


Use correct language and terminology.



Avoid sensationalizing language, invasive or graphic details that compromise the
dignity of the deceased and her/his/their surviving family members.



Avoid blaming the victim. Do not blame anger or drugs, and ensure responsibility
stays solely on the offender.



Never excuse domestic violence.



Avoid using stock images that reinforce the myth that domestic violence is only
physical.



Consider how the source you are using shapes the story.



Provide information on where to seek help, such as local crisis hotlines and shelters at
the end of each story.



Seek expert comment; local domestic violence advocates can provide additional
context.
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Community Development
Volunteer Program

Community Engagement
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Resource Development

Social Media

6

The Overlooked

Schmelzer, Elise “About 40 People Have Died Due to Domestic Violence in Colorado” AP News, Associated Press, 26 Jan 2019,
https://www.apnews.com/54f2ae84c3984eceae440a919604c8cc

“While men are less likely to be harmed by domestic
violence, that doesn't mean they're never victims. Men
do experience abuse from female and from male
partners. And women do commit acts of violence against
male and female partners. Men and LGBTQ people may
be even less likely to report violence than women”.
14 Misconceptions About Domestic Violence
Jill Filipovic - https://www.domesticshelters.org/articles/domestic-violence-op-edcolumn/14-misconceptions-about-domestic-violence
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Nonresidential Counseling
Adult Counseling
Children's Counseling
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Forms of Therapy
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Court Advocacy Program
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Residential Services

1 in 15 Children are exposed to
intimate partner violence each
year, 90% of these children are
eyewitnesses to the violence.
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Statistics & Crisis Line
Gateway Domestic Violence Services
Specific Services Delivered in the Calendar Year 2018:

Crisis Line Program
Number of callers served

7,925

Residential Programs
Number of adults and children served

789

Nights of Housing

10,301

Nights of pet care provided (Approximately)

455

Nonresidential Counseling Program
Number of adults and children served

229

Number of individual/group sessions

3,702

to adults and children
Community Development
Number of educational presentations

102

Number of volunteer trainings

2

Number of volunteer hours

2,659

Court Advocacy Program
Number of victims served

2,825

Number of volunteers
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Number of follow-up services

2,439

Gateway’s 24-hour Crisis Line is often a victim’s first step toward making others aware of the situation and
getting the help needed. Our crisis line is staffed with trained counselors and volunteers ready to listen and
give referrals to adults who are experiencing psychological and physical abuse in their relationships. Crisis
services continue to expand to serve the hard of hearing and those who do not speak Spanish or English.
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Statement of Activities
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Expenses
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Assets

Expenses

15

Using Social Media to Bring Awareness
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Linda James

Mabel Hall

Executive Director

Adult Counselor

Donna Sims

Chris Devlin

Director of Programs

Adult Counselor

Jeneen Klippel

Erna Young

Aura Banny
Bilingual Services Coordinator

Director of Development & Public Relations

Tomeka Speller
Nonresidential Program Director

Leah Raulerson
Adult Counselor

Shannon Cunningham

Bilingual Counselor

Adult and Child Counselor

Vivia Reed

Kelsey Fischer

Bilingual Counselor

Child Counselor

Patrice Nelson
Extended Stay Director

Stephanie Walters
Emergency Shelter Director

Lisa Gertzen
Court Advocacy Program Director

Coleen Samuels

Michelle McKay

Veronica Raygoza

Child Counselor

Bilingual Counselor

Nora Lexion

Casey Ballinger

Child Counselor

Court Advocacy Program—
Volunteer Coordinator

Isabella Villafana
Extended Stay House Manager

Executive Assistant

Rebecca Rivas

Child Counselor

Office Specialist

Tracy Groves

Elen Ofreda
Court Advocacy Program—
Child Victim Advocate

Charmaine Falls

Diana Cortes

Ruby Dudley

Court Advocacy Program—
Child Victim Advocate

Adult Counselor

Emergency Shelter House Manager

Laura Gallaher
Adult Counselor
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Administration: 303.343.1856
Crisis Line: 303.343.1851
Fax Line: 303.343.8094
www.gatewayshelter.org
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